
Readings and Reflections for April 14, 2013  

The Third Sunday of  Easter 

Living a Different Law 
 

During the 1960s many Americans pressed for civil rights through civil disobedience. They broke the laws they 
thought were unjust, to force the creation of new laws. As a result, greater freedoms came for all Americans. 

When Peter and John preached the good news of the resurrection, they were arrested and stood trial before 
the Sanhedrin. They had disobeyed the law. The rulers had asked them not to talk about Jesus, but they “filled 
Jerusalem” with their teaching. 

In reply, Peter and John did a very clever thing. They preached about Jesus to the Sanhedrin. “God exalted Jesus 
as leader and savior to grant forgiveness of sins,” they said. They disobeyed the law again, right in the face of 
the legislators. 

The religious freedom that exists in most countries of the world came at a dear price. Believers spoke out in the 
face of oppression. Many of them suffered imprisonment. Some of them died. But their cause has endured. One 
of the most basic human rights is to speak about what one believes. 

There may be times when your faith prompts you to speak up. You may put yourself at risk by doing so. You 
may be criticized. You may even be arrested. But you will have the happiness that comes from beliefs so strong 
they cannot be kept quiet. 
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READING 1: ACTS 5:27-32, 40B-41  
 
When the captain and the court officers had brought  
the apostles in and made them stand before the Sanhedrin, 
the high priest questioned them, 
“We gave you strict orders, did we not, 
to stop teaching in that name? 
Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching 
and want to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 
But Peter and the apostles said in reply, 
“We must obey God rather than men. 
The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, 
though you had him killed by hanging him on a tree. 
God exalted him at his right hand as leader and savior 
to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins. 
We are witnesses of these things, 
as is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
The Sanhedrin ordered the apostles 
to stop speaking in the name of Jesus, and dismissed them. 
So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, 
rejoicing that they had been found worthy 
to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.  
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Slain and Victorious Lamb 
 

Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, and it also proclaims the church’s faith in the resurrection of Chris-
tians. Death looms as the fearful fate of every human life, but Easter removes the finality of death and opens a 
broader vision. It is hard to imagine that one single event could have such an effect on human history, but that 
was the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection. 
An image from the Book of Revelation illustrates the point. John saw a huge crowd of angels who surrounded 
the throne and the living creatures and the elders. There they sang praise to a Lamb—a dead lamb. In the his-
tory of animals, no dead lamb has ever left much of a mark on the world. But this one did. The Lamb is Jesus—
slain, but standing, and receiving the praise of all living things. 
A lamb first entered our religious tradition as a symbol of Passover. On the night before Israel’s exodus from 
Egypt, faithful Jewish families slaughtered a lamb and rubbed its blood on their doorposts. They were spared 
the worst of the plagues, the death of the firstborn. That plague finally forced Pharaoh’s hand and set the peo-
ple free. 
Jesus Christ appears in Revelation as a slain Lamb. His blood protects us from the harm of death and sets us 
free from sin. Through his death and resurrection, he has brought us forgiveness and opened a way for us 
through death to life. 
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READING 2: REVELATION 5:11-14  

 

I, John, looked and heard the voices of many angels 
who surrounded the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders. 
They were countless in number, and they cried out in a loud voice: 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain  
to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, 
honor and glory and blessing.” 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, 
everything in the universe, cry out: 
“To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor, glory and might, 
forever and ever.” 
The four living creatures answered, “Amen,” 
and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
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