
Readings and Reflections for April 21, 2013  

The Fourth Sunday of  Easter 

READING 1: ACTS 13:14, 43-52  
 
Paul and Barnabas continued on from Perga and reached Anti-
och in Pisidia. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and 
took their seats. Many Jews and worshipers who were converts 
to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and 
urged them to remain faithful to the grace of God. 
 
On the following Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the Jews saw 
the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and with violent abuse contradicted what Paul said. Both Paul 
and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first, but 
since you reject it and condemn yourselves as unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. For so 
the Lord has commanded us, I have made you a light to the Gentiles, that you may be an instrument of sal-
vation to the ends of the earth.” 
 
The Gentiles were delighted when they heard this and glorified the word of the Lord. All who were des-
tined for eternal life came to believe, and the word of the Lord continued to spread through the whole re-
gion. The Jews, however, incited the women of prominence who were worshipers and the leading men of 
the city, stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their territory. So 
they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium. The disciples were filled 
with joy and the Holy Spirit.  

God’s Unstoppable Spirit 
 

You cannot stop the Holy Spirit. The Spirit will flow and inspire, filling the earth beyond all borders. You cannot 
stop God’s word. 

They tried. The enemies of Paul and Barnabas tried to stop them from preaching. They tried to contain the 
message of the gospel. It did not work. 

Paul and Barnabas, traveling on a missionary journey, spoke at a synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia. Many Jews 
and worshipers who were converts to Judaism listened. By the following week the crowds were so large that 
the Jewish leaders of the city tried to stop the apostles from preaching. Paul and Barnabas simply preached to a 
wider audience. They no longer preached to Jews alone. Now they were preaching to Gentiles. 

As Christianity continued to spread, the Jewish leaders started a persecution against Paul and Barnabas and 
expelled them from their territory. They did the only thing they could do. They went to another city. And they 
preached the gospel there. 

If the Holy Spirit has a message, that message will be proclaimed. And if the message is within us, we will speak 
it. Not everyone is prepared to hear the message. Not everyone will receive its point. But the Spirit will speak. 

When someone tries to keep you from saying what you know is important, the Spirit may be looking for a wid-
er audience. 

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2009, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-7782, www.rpinet.com.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lectionary Bulletin Inserts, Year C: First and Second Readings.  

http://www.rpinet.com/


Dressed for Heaven 
 

We do not know what we will look like in heaven. At the resurrection of the body, will we have the body of our 
youth? Will we look as we do when we die? These are natural questions, but eternal life will be far greater 
than what we can now imagine. When we are freed from time and place, we will enter the mysterious pres-
ence of God in ways more perfect than we can know. 
Still, people use metaphors to envision eternal life, and the Book of Revelation is no exception. John sees a 
great multitude standing before the throne and the Lamb, “wearing white robes and holding palm branches in 
their hands.” John saw heaven in a vision of vesture and accessories. 
White robes clothe heavenly beings in several passages of the New Testament. Jesus’ clothes turn white at the 
transfiguration. Angels clothed in white appear at the resurrection. Heavenly beings throughout the Book of 
Revelation wear white. This is one reason why we wear white on the day of our baptism, and why we cover a 
Christian’s coffin with a white cloth. We are clothed already in the uniform of heaven. 
The festive palm branch is a sign of the victory of eternal life. Artists throughout the ages have depicted saints 
carrying palms. 
We do not know what we will wear or carry, but we can expect that the Lamb will shepherd us to springs of 
life-giving water. 
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READING 2: REVELATION 7:9, 14B-17  

 

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, 
which no one could count, 
from every nation, race, people, and tongue. 
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, 
wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands. 
 
Then one of the elders said to me, 
“These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; 
they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
“For this reason they stand before God’s throne 
and worship him day and night in his temple. 
The one who sits on the throne will shelter them. 
They will not hunger or thirst anymore, 
nor will the sun or any heat strike them. 
For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne 
will shepherd them 
and lead them to springs of life-giving water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
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