
Readings and Reflections for April 28, 2013  

The Fifth Sunday of  Easter 

READING 1: ACTS 14:21-27 
 
After Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the good news to that city 
and made a considerable number of disciples, 
they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch. 
They strengthened the spirits of the disciples 
and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying, 
“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 
They appointed elders for them in each church and, 
with prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord 
in whom they had put their faith. 
Then they traveled through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. 
After proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia. 
From there they sailed to Antioch, 
where they had been commended to the grace of God 
for the work they had now accomplished.  
And when they arrived, they called the church together 
and reported what God had done with them 
and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.  

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

Everyone needs a little encouragement now and then. When you are hired or chosen for some special 
work, you feel excited about the new responsibility. In time, though, the work becomes challenging. You 
doubt your ability to continue. The vision of success fades.  

Possibly, everything is all right. When enthusiasm wears down and hard work steps up, it is normal to 
wonder about success. In this situation, perhaps all someone needs is a little encouragement.  

At one point in their missionary journey, the apostles Paul and Barnabas retraced their steps. They went 
back to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch. They met again with the disciples they had formed, and the apos-
tles exhorted the new believers to remain firm in their faith. Hardships are not just normal. Hardships 
are necessary, they say. 

To help out, Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for each community. They also gathered the communi-
ty to pray and fast at the time these elders were appointed. With organization, prayer, and sacrifice, Paul 
and Barnabas strengthened the disciples. 

If you have helped someone in the past, this may be a good time to offer additional encouragement. Ask 
how it is going. Provide direction if you can. Pray. Fast. Give encouragement to those whose strength 
may be weakening. It is necessary to undergo hardships to enter the reign of God. 
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Rehab Heaven 
 

Many cities have had to build anew because of tragedies that befell them. Floods, earthquakes, tornadoes, and 
hurricanes have wiped away centuries of civilization. In times of war, aggressors have done the same thing. 
New buildings sometimes mask the difficulties of the past, the need that forced a people to build again.  

Many individuals have personally endured trauma that forced them to start again. They have had to relearn 
how to walk, use their hands, speak, or think. Whether they endured physical damage to their bodies or emo-
tional damage to their minds, they touched bottom and started all over again.  

Near the end of the Book of Revelation, John envisions an entirely new Jerusalem. This one comes down out of 
heaven, and it becomes the dwelling place of God. The One who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all 
things new.” But new things often come at a price. We may not want to pay, but often we have to.  

Starting over again is a challenge no one wants to face. Whether your hard drive crashes or your basement 
floods, no one wants to have to start over.  

But when we do, good things can happen. We sort out what is really important. We learn about our capacity 
for times of distress. And we reinvigorate our belief in the One who brings us from death to life, the One who 
proclaims, “Behold, I make all things new.” 
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READING 2: REVELATION 21:1-5A 

 

Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. 
The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 
I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. 
He will dwell with them and they will be his people 
and God himself will always be with them as their God. 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, 
for the old order has passed away.” 
 
The One who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” 
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