
Readings and Reflections for April 7, 2013  

The Second Sunday of  Easter 

Christ’s Offer of Life and Healing 
 

“If you kept a good Lent this year, you have experienced death and rebirth in your spiritual life. If you celebrat-
ed the sacrament of reconciliation before Easter this year, you have acknowledged your sin and experienced 
forgiveness. You have been healed. 

One of the first signs of the resurrection was healing. After Jesus rose from the dead, his apostles inherited 
many of his gifts. They preached powerful sermons. They forgave sins. They healed the sick. People placed the 
sick on the streets so that Peter’s shadow would fall on them as he walked by. Faith was strong. God’s Spirit 
was stronger. 

Now that this year’s Easter has come, the healing power of God’s Holy Spirit will be at work within you. At the 
Easter Vigil you renewed your baptismal promises. You recommitted yourself to Christ. Now in the Easter sea-
son, Christ will recommit himself to you. You bask for fifty days in the glow of glory. 

Perhaps you have experienced doubt. Perhaps you wondered if the old you can become a new you. On Ash 
Wednesday you admitted the sickness of your sin and sought the medicine of Lent. Perhaps now you wonder if 
the new you will stick. Or will it relapse? 

The full grace of this season is yours to receive. The risen Christ stands in glory above the tomb. He offers new 
life and healing.  
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READING 1: ACTS 5:12-16  
 
Many signs and wonders were done among the people 
at the hands of the apostles. 
They were all together in Solomon’s portico. 
None of the others dared to join them, but the people esteemed them. 
Yet more than ever, believers in the Lord, 
great numbers of men and women, were added to them. 
Thus they even carried the sick out into the streets 
and laid them on cots and mats 
so that when Peter came by, 
at least his shadow might fall on one or another of them. 
A large number of people from the towns 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem also gathered, 
bringing the sick and those disturbed by unclean spirits, 
and they were all cured.  
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Sunday Vision 
 

Easter puts behind us the hardships of Lent. Many of us accepted those challenges freely—we endured six 
weeks of penance in a spirit of contrition and with a desire for renewal. But some people do not ask for the 
difficulties they receive—hardships that are much more than any Lent ever induced. 

For example, few people have to endure the kind of persecution that plagued the early church. Throughout 
the Easter season this year, the church invites us to hear several passages from the Book of Revelation, a book 
composed during a time of religious persecution. It inspired its readers to keep their faith strong and to press 
on to a brighter day. 

At the beginning of the book, John says he shares the distress his readers endure. He found himself on an is-
land—perhaps in exile—because he “proclaimed God’s word and gave testimony to Jesus.” 

His vision took place on the Lord’s day—Sunday. Although he was filled with fear, one “like a son of man” ap-
peared to him and said, “Do not be afraid. I am the first and the last, the one who lives. Once I was dead, but 
now I am alive forever and ever.” 

Whatever the troubles we face, our celebration on the Lord’s day should grant us a vision that we have noth-
ing to fear. The one who died now lives, and he will guide us through the days ahead. 
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READING 2: REVELATION 1:9-11A, 12-13, 17-19  

 

I, John, your brother, who share with you  
the distress, the kingdom, and the endurance we have in Jesus, 
found myself on the island called Patmos 
because I proclaimed God’s word and gave testimony to Jesus. 
I was caught up in spirit on the Lord’s day 
and heard behind me a voice as loud as a trumpet, which said, 
“Write on a scroll what you see.” 
Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, 
and when I turned, I saw seven gold lampstands 
and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, 
wearing an ankle-length robe, with a gold sash around his chest. 
 
When I caught sight of him, I fell down at his feet as though dead. 
He touched me with his right hand and said, “Do not be afraid. 
I am the first and the last, the one who lives. 
Once I was dead, but now I am alive forever and ever. 
I hold the keys to death and the netherworld. 
Write down, therefore, what you have seen, 
and what is happening, and what will happen afterwards.” 
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