
Readings and Reflections for June 9, 2013 

The Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

READING 1: 1 KINGS 17:17-24 
 

Elijah went to Zarephath of Sidon to the house of a widow. The son of the mistress of the house fell 
sick, and his sickness grew more severe until he stopped breathing.  

So she said to Elijah, “Why have you done this to me, O man of God? Have you come to me to call atten-
tion to my guilt and to kill my son?” 

Elijah said to her, “Give me your son.” 

Taking him from her lap, he carried the son to the upper room where he was staying, and put him on 
his bed. 

Elijah called out to the LORD: “O LORD, my God, will you afflict even the widow with whom I am stay-
ing by killing her son?” Then he stretched himself out upon the child three times and called out to the 
LORD: “O LORD, my God, let the life breath return to the body of this child.” 

The LORD heard the prayer of Elijah; the life breath returned to the child’s body and he revived. Taking 
the child, Elijah brought him down into the house from the upper room and gave him to his mother. 

Elijah said to her, “See! Your son is alive.” 

The woman replied to Elijah, “Now indeed I know that you are a man of God. The word of the LORD 
comes truly from your mouth.” 

THE DEAD ALIVE  
 

No Bible story fills us with so much awe and hope as when someone raises the dead to life. 
When someone we love slips toward death, these stories prompt us to pray boldly, asking God 
to work that wonder again. 

If you could bring someone back from death to life, who would it be? If God agreed to work this 
miracle, you would have no problem selecting a loved one, a mentor, or a hero. Probably more 
than one. 

But it does not work that way. In the Bible, God had something else in mind when raising some-
one from the dead. It was not just to grant a wish. It proclaimed the message of God’s absolute 
power. 

Elijah brought back to life the son of the widow of Zarephath. He took the dead child from his 
mother’s lap, carried him to a bedroom, prayed, and witnessed the breath of life return to the 
child. Elijah then walked the boy back to the woman and said, “See! Your son is alive.” 

Wonderful as this was, the woman did not praise the return of her son. Instead she said to Eli-
jah, “The word of the LORD comes truly from your mouth.” More impressive than the restored 
life of her son was the realization that God was speaking through prophets. 

We all have someone we would like to have alive again. But, even more, we hunger for the word 
of the Lord that gives meaning to our fragmented lives. 
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READING 2: GALATIANS 1:11-19  
 

I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel preached by me is not of human origin. For I 
did not receive it from a human being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 

For you heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond meas-
ure and tried to destroy it, and progressed in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my 
race, since I was even more a zealot for my ancestral traditions. But when God, who from my mother’s 
womb had set me apart and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, so that I 
might proclaim him to the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Je-
rusalem to those who were apostles before me; rather, I went into Arabia and then returned to Damas-
cus. 

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to confer with Cephas and remained with him for fifteen 
days. But I did not see any other of the apostles, only James the brother of the Lord. 

PRIVATE REVELATION, 
PUBLIC MINISTRY 

 

Prayer can reveal things in a way that study and conversation cannot. In the spiritual life, we use any 
means at our disposal to learn God’s will and to obtain the strength to do it. We worship with the 
community. We serve others. We learn about our faith through journals, talks, and dialogue. 

But private prayer has a hallowed place in any spiritual life. There we bring ourselves to God, and 
there God speaks to our hearts. 

In his Letter to the Galatians, Paul reports the conversion of heart he experienced when Jesus Christ 
revealed himself. Paul grew up as a zealous believer who progressed in his knowledge of Judaism. 
When the followers of Jesus began to form a church, Paul was among those who tried to destroy 
them. 

But God had set Paul apart while still in his mother’s womb, and revealed Jesus to him. Paul says 
about the gospel, “I did not receive it from a human being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” Only later did he meet Peter and James in Jerusalem. At first, his entire 
knowledge of Christ and his commission to travel and preach came from this revelation. 

Our private prayer is rarely as dramatic as Paul’s. But it can bring similar results. We become con-
vinced of the gospel, firm in our faith, and anxious to put it into action. 
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