
Readings and Reflections for March 17, 2013  

READING 1: ISAIAH 43:16-21  
 

Thus says the LORD, 
who opens a way in the sea 
and a path in the mighty waters, 
who leads out chariots and horsemen, 
a powerful army, 
till they lie prostrate together, never to rise, 
snuffed out and quenched like a wick. 
Remember not the events of the past, 
the things of long ago consider not; 
see, I am doing something new! 
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
In the desert I make a way, 
in the wasteland, rivers. 
Wild beasts honor me, 
jackals and ostriches, 
for I put water in the desert 
and rivers in the wasteland 
for my chosen people to drink, 
the people whom I formed for myself, 
that they might announce my praise.  

FLOWING WATERS 

Turn on the faucet at home and get running water. Drinking water is close at hand, 
ready to use and abundant. The faucet is a sign of God’s promise. 
It wasn’t always that way. People could not live far from a water source. Desert areas 
went uninhabited and uncharted because no one could stay there very long without am-
ple drinking water. 
Through Isaiah, God promised a day when water would flow in the desert. As proof of 
God’s power, Isaiah invited the people to recall the marvels God had done in the past. 
During the Exodus, as the Israelites fled Egypt, they went through the sea dry shod, but 
the waters closed on the chariots, horses, and army of Pharaoh, all following in pursuit. 
God marvelously preserved the Israelites in the past. God would marvelously preserve 
them again. God is doing something new. It springs forth in the sight of believers. 
As Easter draws near, we think about the water God keeps close at hand—not just the 
water of the faucet, but the water of your church’s font. There water flows freely for 
those who seek Christ. God has prepared a way in the deserts of the human heart for 
water to flow, to give life, and to transform. 
This Lent we reflect not only on the desert of our sin, but also on the signs of God’s pres-
ence. “In the desert I make a way,” God says, “in the wasteland, rivers.” 
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READING 2: PHILIPPIANS 3:8-14  

others and sisters: 
I consider everything as a loss  
because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things  
and I consider them so much rubbish,  
that I may gain Christ and be found in him,  
not having any righteousness of my own based on the law  
but that which comes through faith in Christ,  
the righteousness from God,  
depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection  
and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death,  
if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 

It is not that I have already taken hold of it  
or have already attained perfect maturity,  
but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,  
since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus. 
Brothers and sisters, I for my part  
do not consider myself to have taken possession. 
Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind  
but straining forward to what lies ahead,  
I continue my pursuit toward the goal,  
the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.  

DOING WITHOUT 

At some point, we have to do without. If we travel, we do without whatever won’t fit in the 
luggage. If we get sick, we do without the energy we like to have. If someone we love dies, 
we do without the close companionship we enjoyed for so long. 
As we enter the final days of Lent, our minds turn to the final days of Jesus’ life. In minis-
try, Jesus enjoyed the companionship of disciples, the warm reception of caring house-
holds, the adulation of large crowds, and the appreciation of those he healed. He had his 
enemies, but his life had meaning, and his prayer to the Father was rich. 
At the end, though, Jesus had to do without. His friends turned against him or abandoned 
him. He suffered imprisonment, false witnesses, and torture. He was nailed to a cross in a 
gruesome death. 
No one wants to go through anything like that. But somehow, whenever we suffer a loss, 
our sufferings are lightened by the memory of Jesus. 
Paul writes to the Philippians, “For the sake of Christ Jesus our Lord, I have accepted the 
loss of all things, depending on faith to know him and the power of the resurrection and 
the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.” We can do without if we believe someday we will do with the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2009, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-7782, www.rpinet.com.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lectionary Bulletin Inserts, Year C: First and Second Readings.  

http://www.rpinet.com/

