
Readings and Reflections for March 3, 2013  

READING 1: EXODUS 3:1-8A, 13-15  

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro,  
the priest of Midian. 
Leading the flock across the desert, he came to Horeb, 
the mountain of God. 
There an angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in fire 
flaming out of a bush. 
As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush, 
though on fire, was not consumed. 
So Moses decided, 
“I must go over to look at this remarkable sight, 
and see why the bush is not burned.” 

When the LORD saw him coming over to look at it more closely,  
God called out to him from the bush, Moses! Moses!” 
He answered, “Here I am.” 
God said, “Come no nearer! 
Remove the sandals from your feet,  
for the place where you stand is holy ground. 
I am the God of your fathers, “ he continued,  
“the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Ja-
cob.” 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
But the LORD said, 
“I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt  
and have heard their cry of complaint against their 
slave drivers,  
so I know well what they are suffering. 
Therefore I have come down to rescue them 
from the hands of the Egyptians 
and lead them out of that land into a good and spa-
cious land,  
a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

Moses said to God, “But when I go to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me 
to you,’ 
if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what am I to tell 
them?” 
God replied, “I am who am.” 
Then he added, “This is what you shall tell the Israel-
ites:  
I AM sent me to you.” 

God spoke further to Moses, “Thus shall you say to the 
Israelites:  
The LORD, the God of your fathers,  
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Ja-
cob,  
has sent me to you. 

“This is my name forever; 
thus am I to be remembered through all generations.”  

GOD ANSWERS 

We all want to have our prayers answered. 
We think it would make life easier. But some-
times God answers them in a way that makes 
life more challenging. 

Young Moses was minding his own business, 
tending the flock of his father-in-law, when 
God decided it was time to answer some pray-
ers. For years the chosen people had been 
held in Egypt in conditions of slavery. They 
longed to return to their own land, the land 
that God had given them. They prayed for re-
lease. 

God answered their prayers by appearing to 
Moses in a bush that was flaming but not con-
sumed. God asked Moses to lead the people 
out of slavery into freedom. 

This was probably not the answer Moses had 
in mind. Moses would have been content to let 
someone else lead the people to freedom. He 
wanted an end to slavery as much as anyone 
else. But he never envisioned that he would 
lead the exodus. God was answering his pray-
ers, but in a way that caused anxiety for Mo-
ses. 

When we want something done, God hears 
from us. When God wants something done, we 
hear from God. It may come as a surprise, but 
God may have us in mind to answer someone 
else’s prayer. 
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READING 2: 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-6, 10-12  

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,  
that our ancestors were all under the cloud  
and all passed through the sea,  
and all of them were baptized into Moses  
in the cloud and in the sea. 
All ate the same spiritual food,  
and all drank the same spiritual drink,  
for they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them,  
and the rock was the Christ. 
Yet God was not pleased with most of them,  
for they were struck down in the desert. 

These things happened as examples for us,  
so that we might not desire evil things, as they did.  
Do not grumble as some of them did,  
and suffered death by the destroyer. 
These things happened to them as an example,  
and they have been written down as a warning to us,  
upon whom the end of the ages has come. 
Therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure  
should take care not to fall.  

THE ROCK THAT MOVES 

Looking back on our past we can retrace the steps that brought us to where we are. We made deci-
sions at important crossroads. We met people we weren’t expecting. Opportunities and setbacks 
came our way. We made the best decisions we could. Somehow, mysteriously, they have brought us to 
where we are. 

Lent is a good time to reflect on the past, to thank God for the blessings that have brought us to this 
day, and to confess the sins that hindered our journey. 

Through this reflection we more deeply realize the presence of Christ. He has been our companion 
through good times and bad. He has guided us, stood patiently by while we made our mistakes, and 
cleared a path for our faith. 

In a letter to the Corinthians, Paul explained that the followers of Moses had a companion on their 
journey as well. Surprisingly, that companion was Christ. The Bible records two instances when Mo-
ses struck a rock and produced water in the desert. The stories occur in different locations. So a tradi-
tion developed that the rock moved along with the chosen people. Paul expands that tradition and 
says, “the rock was Christ.” 

Throughout Lent we confess our guilt. But we also take heart in the good news that our sometimes 
crooked path is straining toward a glorious end. Guiding us along the way, solid as a rock, fluid as a 
stream, is Christ. 
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