
Readings and Reflections for March 24, 2013  

Palm Sunday of  the Lord’s Passion 

READING 1: ISAIAH 50:4-7  
 
The Lord GOD has given me 
a well-trained tongue, 
that I might know how to speak to the weary 
a word that will rouse them. 
Morning after morning 
he opens my ear that I may hear; 
and I have not rebelled, 
have not turned back. 
I gave my back to those who beat me, 
my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; 
my face I did not shield 
from buffets and spitting. 
 
The Lord GOD is my help, 
therefore I am not disgraced; 
I have set my face like flint, 
knowing that I shall not be put to shame.  

The Mystery of Suffering 

 

The speaker of today’s first reading is a victim. He speaks, but people beat him, pull out the hairs of his beard, 
slap and spit on him. Why? He suffers all this because he has spoken God’s word. Every morning God speaks to 
him and enables him to speak to others. This word gets him into trouble. 
 

But the speaker does not quit. Nor does he curse God who gives him these pointed words. He remains firm, 
committed to the word God gives him, even in the face of resistance. 
 

Although Isaiah wrote about the difficulties faced by faithful Israel in the midst of enemies, Christians read 
through these lines and see the image of Jesus. He received God’s word, spoke it with eloquence, and suffered at 
the hands of his enemies. 
 

Do your words ever get you into trouble? Does it happen even when you say the right thing? If so, you stand in a 
long line of those who suffer because they are servants of God. 
 

The victim on the cross hangs in full view in our churches. Christians can face the agony of suffering as it befell 
Jesus and as it comes to us, because we know there is something more. 
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READING 2: PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11  

 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness; 
and found human in appearance, 
he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name 
which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  

Extreme Life 

On Palm Sunday we experience the greatness and the poverty of the human spirit. As Jesus entered Jerusa-
lem, the crowds acclaimed him as the Son of David. But as he stood trial before Pilate, the same crowds called 
for his crucifixion. 
 

On Palm Sunday, near the end of Lent, we have come in touch with the greatness and poverty of our own lives. 
Throughout this season we have reflected on our sin, but we have also experienced God’s grace in communion, 
community, and scripture. 
 

On Palm Sunday, we also hear about the greatness and poverty of Jesus. Jesus was in the form of God, but he took 
on human form. He had all greatness as God, but he did not cling to it. 
 

St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians says, “Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave.” Jesus hum-
bled himself to become like us and to experience what we experience—even death. “Because of this, God 
greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name.” 
 

Sometimes in a single day we experience unfettered joy and inconsolable grief. A child is born, but someone 
dies. We receive mercy from a stranger, but we fail to love our neighbor. The extremes of human life are vast. 
But Christ came to us embracing both extremes and all that is in the middle. All, all of human life he redeems 
and makes his own. 
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