
Readings and Reflections for March 31, 2013  

The Resurrection of  the Lord 

READING 1: ACTS 10:34A, 37-43 
 
Peter proceeded to speak and said: 
“You know what has happened all over Judea,  
beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John preached,  
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and power. 
He went about doing good 
and healing all those oppressed by the devil,  
for God was with him. 
We are witnesses of all that he did 
both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. 
This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, 
not to all the people, but to us, 
the witnesses chosen by God in advance, 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commissioned us to preach to the people 
and testify that he is the one appointed by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 
To him all the prophets bear witness, 
that everyone who believes in him 
will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

All Is New 
 

“What’s new?” That is what we ask when we want to hear a story. Stories celebrate the great moments of life. 
When you hear one, it fills you with delight. When you tell one, you fulfill an inner desire to share what has 
shaped your life anew. 
 

After Jesus rose from the dead, the disciples did not wait for people to ask, “What’s new?” They proudly pro-
claimed it: “God raised Jesus on the third day and granted that he be visible to us witnesses.” Now, that is new! 
 

If you have kept a good Lent, you know very well what is new with you. You are what is new! You have faced 
your sin, admitted your fault, and accepted your dependence upon God’s help. You have prayed and fasted with the 
community. You have loved your neighbor. Because you have emptied a place inside yourself, you created a space 
for God’s Spirit to enter. Christ is risen indeed, and he has appeared to you! You are now a witness of all that God 
can do. 
 

This Easter Day, tell your story. Tell your faith. Let joy radiate from your face and loosen your tongue! Jesus 
lives! 
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READING 2: COLOSSIANS 3:1-4  

 

Brothers and sisters: 
If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above,  
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 
When Christ your life appears, 
then you too will appear with him in glory. 

New Neighbors 
 

Today we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. He has entered a new neighborhood, and he has made room 
for us. After three days in the tomb, Jesus rose again to display his power over death—all death, his and 
ours. The resurrection is a sign of God’s power and of human hope. We have nothing to fear. We trust God’s 
complete desire to end all misery and to raise us up in glory. 
 

The Letter to the Colossians says, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above. ... Think of what is 
above, not of what is on earth.” 
 

With the resurrection of Jesus, we have moved into a new neighborhood. We no longer live in a place of sin 
and suffering. We live in hope and glory. We sustain this happy life when we seek what is above, not what is 
on earth. We contem-plate the life of prayer, charity and peacefulness, and not the life of greed, selfishness 
and hatred. We live in a new place away from the addictions of old. 
 

This Easter day brings immense rejoicing. It also brings expectations. It expects that we who are privileged 
to live with the risen Christ will keep up the neighborhood. We will have all the help we need from the Spirit 
who dwells within us. This Easter, let us joyfully think of what is above and place ourselves at the service of 
the One who will raise us up in glory. 
 

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2009, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-7782, www.rpinet.com.  

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lectionary Bulletin Inserts, Year C: First and Second Readings.  

http://www.rpinet.com/

