
Readings and Reflections for March 10, 2013  

READING 1: JOSHUA 5:9A, 10-12  
 

The LORD said to Joshua,  
“Today I have removed the reproach of Egypt from you.” 

While the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal  
 on the plains of Jericho,  
they celebrated the Passover 
on the evening of the fourteenth of the month. 
On the day after the Passover, 
they ate of the produce of the land  
in the form of unleavened cakes and parched grain. 
On that same day after the Passover,  
on which they ate of the produce of the land, the manna ceased. 
No longer was there manna for the Israelites,  
who that year ate of the yield of the land of Canaan.  

GOD ANSWERS 

Unleavened cakes and parched grain do not sound like much of a menu. But it was a 
banquet for the Israelites of long ago. 
Freed from their slavery in Egypt, they made the long trek through the desert to reach 
the Promised Land. They trudged a long, tiring, and dangerous journey. Moses, their 
leader, had died. Now Joshua, his successor, had brought them to their homeland. 
It was Passover, the festival commemorating their departure from Egypt. So the people 
celebrated the feast with food from their new home: unleavened cakes and parched 
grain. They no longer ate the food of Egypt. They no longer ate the manna from the de
sert. Now, camped on a plain in Gilgal, they ate the food of their new home, the food of 
freedom. 
You appreciate things more if you have had to go without them. Food tastes better if you 
are hungry. Employment satisfies more if you were unemployed. Shelter feels safer if 
you have been without a home. God’s presence feels stronger when you rediscover 
prayer. 
It may not seem like much—unleavened cakes and parched grain, but for the Israelites 
it was a banquet. They may not seem like much—the little blessings God gives us, but 
for those who experience God’s mercy, they are heaven. 
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READING 2: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-21  

Brothers and sisters: 
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: 
the old things have passed away; 
behold, new things have come. 
And all this is from God, 
who has reconciled us to himself through Christ  
and given us the ministry of reconciliation,  
namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,  
not counting their trespasses against them  
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
So we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as if God were appealing through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. 
For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin, 
so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.  

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST 
 

Through the sacrament of reconciliation we confess our sins and experience the mercy 
that God alone can give. Through the ministry of the church, we are reconciled to God and 
one another. The priest, our intermediary, expresses the forgiveness of God, represents 
the forgiving community, and steers the wandering ship of our souls to the safe shores of 
peace. 

We believe that God created the earth in goodness. Sin entered the world, and God keeps 
us at peace through the ministry of reconciliation. 
In a letter to the Corinthians, Paul says that he himself was reconciled to God through 
Christ, and that he was given the ministry of reconciliation. God reconciled the world in 
Christ, and continued the work of reconciliation through Paul and other apostles, making 
them ambassadors of the forgiving Christ. On behalf of Christ, Paul pleads, “be reconciled 
to God.” 
As we become more aware of our faults this Lent, we bring our sorrow to the church 
through the sacrament of reconciliation. Then, forgiven by Christ, we too become ambas
sadors for him. We carry the message of reconciliation to all that we meet. 
Lent is not just about seeking forgiveness for ourselves, but also about building reconcilia
tion wherever ties were broken. Wherever we can, let us bring the peace of Christ to all 
we meet at home, at work, at school, in our streets—all around the world. 
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