
Readings and Reflections for May 12, 2013  

Solemnity of  the Ascension of  the Lord 

READING 1: ACTS 1:1-11  
 
In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them by 
many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. While meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for “the promise of 
the Father about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has established by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. While 
they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood be-
side them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been 
taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”  

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN 
 

We have many ways of saying goodbye. “So long.” “See you later.” “Take care.” 

Goodbyes are softened with the promise of another meeting. “Till we meet again.” The time between the 
goodbye and the reunion is filled with joyful hope and anxious waiting. 

Surely the disciples wondered if they had the tools they needed to survive that time. Jesus had been 
their leader, visionary, messiah, and friend. Without him, life would lose its center. 

Jesus’ goodbye came with two promises. He promised the Holy Spirit would guide the disciples in his 
absence, and he promised that he would come again. That left them in an in between kind of time. After 
the goodbye, they waited for his coming again. 

In fact, that is where we are too. We are in between the visits of Jesus, a time of hope and anxiety. We of-
ten wonder if we have the tools we need to survive. We need vision and companion-ship on life’s long 
road. 

We have at our disposal the first promise of Jesus, the gift of the Holy Spirit. That Spirit will guide us 
through times of loneliness, into good decisions, amid the sorrows of sad goodbyes. The Spirit is our 
center. 
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POWER SOURCE 

 

Nations build up their power through politics, weapons and wealth. Strong leaders can unite their people to 
promote a cause. Mighty arsenals can overcome enemies. Money can buy influence and technology. Nations 
feel secure when they hold power. 
As citizens, we sometimes take false hope in the security of our nation. It is nearly impossible to guard against 
every attack, to control every enemy and to protect our national treasures. It is tempting to rely on the stand-
ards of national power: politics, weapons and wealth. 
The Letter to the Ephesians takes another view of power. It assumes that all power belongs to God, not to 
people, and that God has assigned authority to Christ, “raising him from the dead and seating him at his right 
hand in the heavens.” God put all things beneath the feet of Christ “and gave him as head over all things.” 
But Jesus is no politician. He owns no weapons. He possesses no earthly wealth. His dominion differs from 
that of temporal rulers. Believers of every nation put their trust in Christ. They follow his teachings. Most im-
portantly, they believe he is the victor over death. Jesus has conquered death, the enemy of every human. 
With Jesus as our head, we enjoy unparalleled freedom and release from all our fears. 
Those who follow Christ put their trust in other forms of power—perfect love of God and neighbor. 
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READING 2: EPHESIANS 1:17-23  

Brothers and sisters: 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is 
the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, 
and what is the surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his 
great might: which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his right hand in 
the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every name that is 
named not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things beneath his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all things 
in every way. 
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