
Readings and Reflections for May 19, 2013 

Pentacost 

READING 1: ACTS 2:1-11  
 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, 
they were all in one place together. 
And suddenly there came from the sky 
a noise like a strong driving wind, 
and it filled the entire house in which they were. 
Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
which parted and came to rest on each one of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in different tongues, 
as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
staying in Jerusalem. 
At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, 
but they were confused 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 
They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, 
“Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? 
Then how does each of us hear them in his native language? 
We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 
inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, 
as well as travelers from Rome, 
both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, 
yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues 
of the mighty acts of God.”  

A NEW POWER 
 

What could change fear into confidence? What power is strong enough to put fears to rest and bring 
confidence to life? 
Our fears come from many sources. Failure, loneliness, and rejection can all make us afraid to try any-
thing. 
Confidence often comes from outside, especially when we cannot find it ourselves. Someone else notices 
a talent in us that we have overlooked. A friend helps us laugh at ourselves. Or by sheer gift, we receive a 
new power, a new opportunity that makes all the difference in the world. 
What changed the disciples’ fear into confidence? Something mighty must have happened. The same 
group that fled at the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus, the same people who cowered in an upper room 
after his ascension—these people started proclaiming the message of salvation to large crowds in every 
language. How did it happen? 
There is only one answer. The Holy Spirit made it happen. The Spirit, promised by Jesus, came in wind 
and fire to lift up the disciples and bolster their confidence. 
No matter where your fear comes from, the Holy Spirit may find you and change your life forever. Will 
you cooperate? Are you ready to share the gifts of the Spirit? 
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THE REASON FOR GIFTS 

 

Look around your church and you will see many gifts. You will see those who sing and those who read, those 
who preach and those who greet. You will see some who feed the hungry and others who serve on commit-
tees. You will see some who decorate and others who converse. Some have a gift for leading prayer, for par-
enting children or for making people feel at home. Everybody has some gift. 
Still, not all gifts are equal. Some people excel at their gifts. Others exercise them less capably. The quality of 
the gift is not that important. It is important to exercise the gift, whatever its extent may be. The use of our 
gifts releases the power of the Spirit. 
St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.” 
God gives gifts for a reason. They are meant to be nurtured and used. The gifts manifest the Spirit. When used 
properly, they draw attention to God who gives, not to the person who has received. 
The manifold gifts within one community show the marvels of the Holy Spirit. When people share their gifts, 
they create a spirit of selflessness and inspire others to service. They help everyone appreciate the goodness 
of God, who gives even before we ask. 
When people look at you, they also see gifts. For which gifts are you most grateful? How do you share them? 
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READING 2: 1 CORINTHIANS 12:3B-7, 12-13 

 

Brothers and sisters: 

No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;  
there are different forms of service but the same Lord; 
there are different workings but the same God 
who produces all of them in everyone. 
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for some benefit. 
As a body is one though it has many parts, 
and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, 
so also Christ. 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, 
and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. 
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