
Readings and Reflections for May 5, 2013  

The Sixth Sunday of  Easter 

READING 1: ACTS 15:1-2, 22-29  
 
Some who had come down from Judea were instructing the brothers, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved.” 
Because there arose no little dissension and debate by Paul and Barnabas with them, 
it was decided that Paul, Barnabas, and some of the others should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders 
about this question.  
 
The apostles and elders, in agreement with the whole church, decided to choose representatives and to send 
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. The ones chosen were Judas, who was called Barsabbas, and Silas, 
leaders among the brothers. This is the letter delivered by them: 
 
“The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to the brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia of Gentile origin: greet-
ings. Since we have heard that some of our number who went out without any mandate from us have upset you 
with their teachings and disturbed your peace of mind, we have with one accord decided to choose representa-
tives and to send them to you along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, who have dedicated their lives to the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. So we are sending Judas and Silas who will also convey this same message by 
word of mouth: ‘It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us not to place on you any burden beyond these ne-
cessities, namely, to abstain from meat sacrificed to idols, from blood, from meats of strangled animals, and 
from unlawful marriage. If you keep free of these, you will be doing what is right. Farewell.’”  

RESOLVING CONFLICTS 
 

There were two main issues that threw the apostolic church into its first internal crisis: legislation and 
authority. 
Paul and Barnabas had been preaching to Gentiles that new converts did not have to become Jews in or-
der to become Christians. Not all Christians agreed. The questions were simple. Did Paul and Barnabas 
know the legislation correctly? Did they have any authority to preach it? After all, neither of them was 
one of the Twelve, and Paul had persecuted Christians before becoming one. 
The apostles and elders met in Jerusalem to consider the questions. It was the first time that leaders of 
the church gathered together to resolve an important issue. Today some people call this “the Council of 
Jerusalem.” 
The gathering reached these conclusions: Yes, one could become a Christian without first becoming a 
Jew. And yes, Paul and Barnabas had the authority to speak for the church. But, just in case the believers 
in Antioch didn’t accept these decisions, the believers in Jerusalem sent along a couple of extra repre-
sentatives to reassure them. 
Issues of legislation and authority continue to vex the church. Sometimes people wonder if pastors and 
bishops have the authority to make rules. Sometimes they question if the rules are in keeping with the 
spirit of the church. Such questions are as old as the church. They can usually be resolved in charity and 
with reassurance. 
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LIGHTS OUT 

 

A power outage eliminates the usefulness of many appliances. Computers and mobile phones have batteries, 
but they have to be charged. Kitchens rely on electricity for food preparation. The garage door opener fails. 
And, of course, the lights go out. In fact, people sometimes describe a power outage in those terms: “Our lights 
went out.” Much more went out, but the lights mean more to us than anything else. 
In the days before electricity, the sun and the moon provided much needed light. Without them, life would be 
unthinkable. The night brought terrors and insecurities long forgotten by more civilized societies. 
So when the Book of Revelation envisions living in a world without sun and moon, the image is inconceivable. 
But here was a city gleaming like a jewel, fortified with walls, and penetrated by twelve magnificently harmo-
nious gates, named for the tribes of Israel. Revelation says the heavenly bodies served no luminous purpose 
for this new Jerusalem. “The glory of God gave it light, and its lamp was the Lamb.” No other light was needed. 
Each of us has known a time when the glory of God was our only light. Our lives were dimmed by loss of in-
come, friends, authority—or electrical power. 
When the light of our eyes finally closes, when the gathering darkness of death envelopes us, one light shall 
shine to dispel our fear and bring us home: the light of Christ. 
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READING 2: REVELATION 21:10-14, 22-23  

 

The angel took me in spirit to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out 
of heaven from God. It gleamed with the splendor of God. Its radiance was like that of a precious stone, like jas-
per, clear as crystal. It had a massive, high wall, with twelve gates where twelve angels were stationed and on 
which names were inscribed, the names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites. There were three gates facing 
east, three north, three south, and three west. The wall of the city had twelve courses of stones as its founda-
tion, on which were inscribed the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

 

I saw no temple in the city for its temple is the Lord God almighty and the Lamb. The city had no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gave it light, and its lamp was the Lamb. 
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